Chemotherapy of East Coast fever. Treatment of infections induced by isolates of Theileria parva with halofuginone.
Cattle were infected with three isolates of Theileria parva and treated with halofuginone lactate during acute clinical disease. The health, weight gain and carrier state of the cattle were monitored for 15 months. Limited treatment rapidly reduced fever and parasitosis but parasite recrudescences occurred and 12 out of 21 treated cattle died. Persistent carrier states were identified with two T. p. parva isolate infections and a transient carrier state with T. p. lawrencei. Three cattle which died from a chronic wasting syndrome during the follow-up period showed exhaustion of lymph nodes but no Theileria macroschizonts were detected in any tissue.